CHAPTER   XII
WILL  GRANT  TAKE  VICKSBURG?
THE Southern Confederacy, worn ragged and bleeding, fighting at odds,
still had stamina and resources. President Davis, though emaciated, was deter-
mined.
Rhett, Yancey, Toombs, and other revolutionists who by agitation and
direct action had swung the plunge into secession scored Davis for failures,
for not getting more guns from Europe before the blockade went into effect;
for not trading millions of available bales of cotton to England and France
for gold, credit, and supplies; for mistaken appointments of generals; for not
carrying the war into the North.
Yet for all the difficulties, the ruling class of the South had common under-
standings, maintained a cohesion of forces and a more widespread loyalty,
were less troubled by mixed Hoods and breeds, than the more loosely allied
ruling class of the North.
One question weighed heavily on die Richmond Government in the spring
of'63. Would Grant take Vicksburg? If so the Mississippi River would pass
wholly into Union possession. Lincoln had talked about such a result to
Commander D. D. Porter, pointing at a map and saying, as quoted by
Porter: 'See what a lot of land these fellows hold, of which Vicksburg is the
key. Here is the Red River, which will supply the Confederates with cattle
and com to feed their armies. There are the Arkansas and White Rivers,
which can supply cattle and hogs by the thousand. These supplies can be
distributed by rail al over the Confederacy. Then there is that great depot
of supplies on the Yazoo. Let us get Vicksburg and al that country is ours.
The war can never be brought to a close until that key is in our pocket....
We may take all the northern ports of the Confederacy and they can still
defy us from Vicksburg. It means hog and hominy without limit, fresh
troops from all the States of the far South, and a cotton country where they
can raise the staple without interference.*
Then New Orleans was taken; the navy dekyed moving up to Vicksburg,
lacking troops for land assault; and the Confederates had erected heavy
batteries on the tall hills, adding near the levee a water battery of twelve guns
which the Union sailors nicknamed *The Twelve Apostles*. The ablest
military engineers of the Confederacy gave attention to Vicksburg, and when
they had finished President Davis termed it sa Gibraltar*.
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